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NRC SPECIAL INSPECTION TEAM TO REVIEW SHUTDOWN OF SALEM 1 PLANT

            The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has sent a special inspection team to the Salem 1
nuclear power plant to review the facility’s response to a July 29th shutdown. 

            At 1:30 p.m. on July 29, a breaker malfunctioned in a switchyard at the site, causing an
automatic trip of the Salem 1 reactor and the partial loss of off-site power to the Salem 1 and 2
units.  (Nuclear power plants transmit power to the electrical grid but also receive power back
from the grid for operational purposes.)  The Salem 1 electrical system did not respond as
expected, in that equipment did not reconnect to another off-site power supply that was still
available.  However, emergency diesel generators started as designed and provided the necessary
power to key systems.  An Unusual Event – the lowest of four levels of emergency classification
– was declared by plant operators in response to the event.

           The purpose of the special inspection will be to monitor and assess PSEG Nuclear’s root-
cause evaluation of the event and corrective actions, independently evaluate the risk significance
and determine possible generic implications.

           Once the inspection is completed, the special inspection team will document its findings
and conclusions in a report that will be issued within 45 days of an exit meeting with plant
managers.
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