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NRC APPROVES RELOCATION OF EMERGENCY OPERATIONS FACILITY
FOR THREE MILE ISLAND 1 NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

             The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has approved a request to consolidate the Emergency
Operations Facility (EOF) for the Three Mile Island 1 nuclear power plant with the EOF currently
serving both the Limerick and Peach Bottom nuclear power plants.  AmerGen Energy Company, LLC,
which owns and operates Three Mile Island 1, submitted the request to the NRC last July.

              Specifically, AmerGen asked for permission to shift the Three Mile Island 1 EOF from its
current location about 12 miles from the Middletown, Pa., plant to an EOF in Coatesville, Pa.  That
facility, located about 50 miles from Three Mile Island 1, already serves Limerick and Peach Bottom. 
Limerick and Peach Bottom are owned and operated by Exelon, which owns half of AmerGen.  When
used by Three Mile Island, the EOF would be staffed by employees from the company’s corporate
office in Kennett Square, Pa.  Those individuals would receive training that is specific to Three Mile
Island systems.

               In accordance with NRC policy, any move of an EOF to a site more than 25 miles from a
plant must be approved by the Commission.

               After receiving the AmerGen request, the NRC sent an emergency preparedness specialist to
visit the current and combined EOFs, discuss the issues involved in the proposed move and evaluate
the facilities.  The agency also requested additional information from the company, which it provided.

               Based on the information gathered, the NRC has concluded that, with the EOF consolidation,
there is reasonable assurance that public health and safety would be maintained in the event of an
emergency at Three Mile Island 1.  The agency has also concluded the consolidation would not reduce
the effectiveness of the emergency response capabilities for any of the three plants using the EOF.

               NRC staff will closely monitor the consolidation process and ensure through the agency’s
inspection program that communication and coordination between the company, the public and county,
state and federal agencies are not adversely impacted.



               Three Mile Island 1’s Joint Public Information Center, where members of the media would be
briefed in the event of an emergency at the plant, will remain at its current location in Harrisburg, Pa.
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